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0ÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔȭÓ -ÅÓÓÁÇÅ  By Linda Brookes 

Welcome to 2018 Coton folks!  

 

2018 begins with a new Board of Directors for the club.   I am hopeful that this 

board will be very productive during our term and that we are able to make 

some positive changes for the club and the breed.   We want this club to be 

beneficial to all of our members.   In order to do that, your input will help to 

guide us in a direction that will provide each of you with something that will 

make your life even better with your Coton.   What would you like to have the 

club do for you?   What would you like information on?   Let us know!   Drop an 

email to any of the board members with your ideas.   And, as always, your par-

ticipation in making things happen is encouraged and appreciated.  

 

Have a safe and happy winter season.  
 

      

Sincerely,  

Linda Brookes  

 

 

 

 

Here's the photo of Griffin (Sandees Tumbleweed Griffin) Best of Opposite Sex at the AKC National Specialty, Or-

lando, December 16, 2017. I'm very proud of my boy and love him to bits.    Linda Brookes 
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gives your dog a chance to release their pent 

up energy and any tension built up. Besides it is 

healthy for both of you.  

3.  WATER - Dogs drink a lot of water. Their water 

bowl should always be full.  

When walking any distance outside have a 

means of providing him/her with water.  

Folding dog water bags are about $10 or $12 at 

your pet shop which you can  

carry in your pocket along with a bottle of wa-

ter.  

4.  NIGHT WALKS - Consider a small light at-

tached to his/her harness so the cars and bikers 

can see him/her and you can too. You can buy 

these lights at any pet shop; as for that matter at 

a bike shop.  

5.  SOCIALIZE  - your dog as much as possible 

especially when they are young. It will pay off in 

Spades. Socialize with people and dogs of all 

sizes and ages . 

6.  BE AWARE OF DANGERS IN YOUR AREA - be on 

the lookout - For example: Coyotes, Owls, ea-

gles, raccoons, skunks, (and bears if you live on 

the north shore); ticks and rattle snakes in the 

Okanagan. Two illustrations of how dangerous it 

can get - Opus Was Once picked up by a Coy-

ote while Walking in Jericho Park at night and he 

was on a leash. My second illustration was when  

Opus was walking in a dog park off leash. I hap-

pened to look up and there was an eagle cir-

cling him. You can't be too careful. Cars and 

bikes are a no brainer.  

7.  EXTENDED LEASH - beware if you are going to 

walk your dog with an extended leash be aware 

of dangers. For example: dogs have been seri-

ously injured by an owner stepping off an eleva-

tor but their dog stayed on to sniff. You may find 

yourself holding one end of the leash outside the 

elevator and your dog is stuck inside a moving 

elevator. Always lock the leash when on an ele-

vator. This is one example, there are more. If you 

I love animals and in particular dogs. I have had 

a dog most of my life, but Opus was very spe-

cial. Opus loved me unconditionally and pro-

vided me with many great memories over our 

fifteen years together. Opus came to my office 

almost every day and attended many of my so-

cial outings.  

In memory of Opus, I have created a small list of 

"dos and don'ts' for owners of a small dog. This 

summary is based on my personal experiences 

and observations with Opus and other dogs in-

teracting with their owners. This is just my point of 

view as I am not a vet, a dog trainer or a 

breeder.  

My hope is to make an impact and save an-

other dog or many dogs from anguish or un-

timely death.  

In memory of Opus my fourteen pound Coton de 

Tulear 

The Dos and Don'ts of owning a small dog  

Most of my comments are common sense but 

we tend to forget or have not considered it es-

pecially if you are a first time dog owner.  

1.  HARNESS VS COLLAR - A soft nylon collar can 

be good for puppies for visibility and identifica-

tion purposes as well as comfort but generally 

only for those purposes. But as a general rule use 

a harness. Their necks are Small and somewhat 

fragile. Pulling on the neck too hard can irritate 

or cause damage to the trachea, strain the 

neck muscles and create eye pressure. I have 

heard of people losing their dogs by using a col-

lar. 

2.  WALKING - Don't go for a walk and take your 

dog along. Take your dog for a walk when he 

has your full attention. Dogs want to sniff around 

(read the mail), explore, greet other dogs and 

people, etc. Consider this a walk for your dog.  

Your dog requires a number of walks during the 

day. At least three times at the bare minimum. It 

In Memory of OPUS -MY BEST FRIEND AND COMPANION  
by Mr. Nick Cameron  
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have your dog on an extended leash be aware. 

8.  DOG PARKS are terrific because it gives your 

dog an area where he or she can run freely and 

play with other dogs and socialize.  

 9.  TRAINING - There are minimum commands 

you should teach your dog such as stop, stay, 

come, sit and lie down are generally considered 

necessary in a dog human relationship. This is the 

bare minimum but don't get anal. Give your dog  

some freedom to do what a dog loves to do.  

10.  DANGERS OF BIKING AND RUNNING WITH 

YOUR DOG - With a small dog there can be ar-

eas of concern. Dogs want to be with their own-

ers and please them. If you run or bike with a dog 

on a leash it has to be at your doggies' speed or 

you may find you have a hurt or possible dead 

dog. My neighbour's dog was accidentally run to 

death while the neighbor was out biking with his 

dog on a leash.  

11.  HOT WEATHER - beware - Dogs left in a car in 

the heat is not good. If you park in a cool area 

have lots of water for him/her. Open the car win-

dows enough to get air circulation. It may be 

okay for a while but remember the sun moves. 

Cool areas can soon become hot areas. This is 

always a danger.  

12.  GROOMING - Most dogs like to be brushed 

especially if you start early when they are a 

puppy but remember not all dog brushes are 

suitable for every breed of dog. For example. 

Opus had long, fine hair rather than fur with an 

undercoat therefore the best brush for him was 

generally a wire brush with nubies on the end. A 

straight wire brush would not be good for him. I 

recommend researching this with your vet or a 

knowledgeable clerk at your pet shop.  

13.  BRUSHING THEIR TEETH - Most small dogs do 

not generally chew on bones or hard chewies. 

There are exceptions. The condition of their teeth 

has a large effect on their general health. I rec-

ommend brushing their teeth every day. You can 

buy a suitable tooth brush at the local drug store 

In Memory of OPUS continued...  

or grocery store and tooth paste for pets from 

your veterinarian or pet shop. One should start 

when they are a puppy, with a gentle brush fol-

lowed with a treat. Don't go all out at first and 

be patient. If you don't you will turn your puppy 

or dog off. It's not a big deal. It only takes five  

or ten minutes of your time.  

14.  DOG CARTS Puppies can really benefit from 

a dog cart as well as the owner. It can be a part 

of their early socialization. An older dog or a 

lame or injured dog can also benefit as it still al-

lows it to go out in the fresh air to their favorite 

spots to Sniff and smell. I recommend a dog cart 

which you can purchase from most pets stores or 

improvise from a baby carriage, etc. Opus in his 

later years liked a combination of riding and 

walking.  

15.  SMALL DOGS vs BIG DOGS  A lot of small 

breeds think they are big dogs and of Course 

they are not - except possibly for their heart. 

Most big dogs are not threatening however the 

wrong big dog with the wrong owner can be 

deadly.  Opus met a pit bull in the park one day. 

The pit bull looked threatening to Opus so Opus 

emitted a low growl and before I could do any-

thing the bit bull had picked up Opus and 

started to shake him. I had to jump on the pit bull 

and splayed his legs and pound on his snout be-

fore he would let go. The owner could have 

cared less. Both Opus and I learned a valuable 

lesson - be very careful with your small dog when 

you are near big ones especially certain breeds 

with irresponsible owners.  

16.  Intact male dogs  if you own an intact male 

dog or meet one when walking your dog be 

aware, non -neutered dogs can be aggressive 

despite their size.  

According to my veterinarian it is inbred in a 

number of male dogs. Intact males are probably 

protecting their breeding rights. Most intact dogs 

are very friendly with neutered or female dogs. It 

is something to be aware of.  
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17.  REWARDS AND CARE Never never hit your 

dog but continue to praise them when they are 

doing something good. If a dog has done some-

thing wrong, unless you are right there at the 

time, disciplining usually won't do any good. Their 

minds are on to other matters and will not know 

why you are angry with them. You are sending a 

message that they will not understand. You will 

find you are just confusing them with no purpose.  

18.  VETERINARIANS  Once you choose a veteri-

narian make sure your dog gets all the shots and 

at least an annual check -up. If concerned about 

something going on with your dog don't hold 

back on asking your vet. Also, be aware of the 

vet's hours, the location and telephone numbers 

and also all of the twenty -four hour animal emer-

gency hospitals.  

In Memory of OPUS continued...  

 The decision to acquire a puppy or an older dog 

is a big commitment for the life of the dog. They 

have all the emotions and feelings just like us. The 

main difference is the owner has some control 

over their life, health and happiness while the 

dog, to a great extent is relying on you. They will 

be part of your family for a long time and it is im-

portant that you give them your time and space 

for your dog to be a dog.  

Coton de Tulear Word Search  
Submitted by Linda Brookes  
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On October 5th 2016 Canadaõs elected repre-

sentatives voted DOWN a change of animal wel-

fare laws that would have closed the loop holes 

that allow puppy mills to continue their horrid op-

erations. The conditions in these Puppy Mills is hor-

rific and the terrible suffering of the dogs used for  

breeding as well as for the mass -produced un-

healthy puppies. I understand that the majority of 

these puppies are sold to pet shops. There are 

also some back yard breeders and other puppy 

merchants who should be shut down or con-

trolled as well.  
 

Statistics from the Canadian Federation of Hu-

mane Societies show that there are 103,000 ani-

mal cruelty complaints reported every year and 

thatõs just the reported ones. Many people who 

buy a puppy from a pet shop are quite unaware 

that they are supporting this incredibly cruel 

money making business. The lovely puppy you 

see for sale in that pet shop window has very 

likely come from a puppy mill and will have had 

a horrible early life which can affect both his 

physical and mental health and your own health 

and bank balance for years to come.  
 

Here are some facts that can be verified by the 

CFHS: 41 % of Canadian homes have at least 

one dog. There are 7.6 million dogs in Canada as 

of July 2016. There are 2 million homeless dogs in 

Canada. At least 600,000 dogs are euthanized in 

Canada every year. Pet owners spend 8.3 BIL-

LION dollars on their pets every year.  
 

If we ALL do something, this horrible puppy 

breeding torture can be stopped. What is the an-

swer to this cruel puppy mill business with photo-

graphic images of their practice being so sicken-

ing and difficult to look at?  
 

There are some things we can all do.  

1) Give a home to a rescue dog after careful 

research with the Humane Society involved.  

2)  Buy a puppy from a reputable breeder as 

my wife and I have just done.  

3) Support the Canadian Federation of Hu-

mane Societies with a donation, because 

they are fighting on our behalf for the clos-

ing of Canadian Puppy Mills and they need 

funds for this.  

 

OUR HAPPY EXPERIENCE OF BUYING A PUPPY 

FROM A REPUTABLE BREEDER.  

My wife and I have very recently bought a 

puppy and we bought directly from a breeder. 

First we thoroughly researched the right breed for 

us. Then we did a very detailed research of the 

breeders, and chose a breeder with whom we 

were prepared to enter into a long term agree-

ment, a breeder who pursued excellence in all 

areas of her breeding programme. FOR PUPPYõS 

SAKE CLOSE THE PUPPY MILLS Our breeder sub-

scribed to the Code of Ethics for dog breeders. 

Her puppies had mandatory health checks and 

everything followed the FCI ( World Canine Or-

ganization, in English ) Standards for excellence 

in dog breeding and care. The puppies were 

raised in the home and so were socialized from 

the start. The breeder would be there for advice 

for as long as we needed it.  
 

Our breeder fulfilled ALL of these requirements 

and more. We collected our puppy, òDUSTY,ó 

when he was 10 weeks old and received a certi-

fied health certificate from the breederõs vet who 

had given him his first vaccination and identifica-

tion chip, a copy of the dogõs pedigree, a written 

contract and, in our case, a lot of toys, food , 

treats etc as well as lots of confidence heading 

into an exciting future with our beautiful new 

companion.  
 

Our own vet has given Dusty a 100% healthy pass 

mark and was impressed by the breeder.  
 

In the 3 weeks we have had Dusty we needed 

advice on his diet several times and our breeder 

For Puppyõs Sake Close the Puppy Mills  
My  name is  John McConnell and I have no connection with the CFHS what so ever  
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Breeding frequency and bitch  age  
by rufflyspeaking -  Joanna Kimball    https://rufflyspeaking.wordpress.com/2009/03/30/breeding -frequency -and -

bitch -age/  

was there with sound advice every day. I know 

she has a long - term interest in Dusty and will 

continue to provide ongoing support. In fact, this 

breeder arranges òHome Comingsó for dogs that 

she has sold and theses events are very popular 

with those who have bought her puppies. Com-

pare this to the chance you take when you buy 

a puppy that has no background or health infor-

mation, where you canõt see the parents and 

you donõt know the dogs history.  

Please help to get these awful Puppy Mills and 

other profit driven dog merchants closed for-

ever. It would be òin the bagó if all of us who 

spend a combined 8.3 BILLION DOLLARS on our 

pets would send a donation to the CANADIAN 

FEDERATION OF HUMANE SOCIETIES.  
 

Please go to their website and make a dona-

tionéwhatever you can afford. And watch the 

law change and Puppy Mills be closed down for 

good. Find a wonderful companion, but For 

Puppyõs Sake do your research.  

For Puppyõs Sake continued... 

I SO wish I had show weekends to blog about. 

Itõs almost April, which means the start of the se-

ries of New England shows that trips down 

through the spring, gains momentum in the sum-

mer, comes to the fabulous Essex Junction VT 

supported -entry shows in July, Springfield into the 

fall, and everyone takes a quick breather and 

jumps into the huge Thanksgiving cluster in 

Springfield and then snuggles in for the winter 

until the shows begin again.  

 

Since we got the Cardis, every one of those 

weekends has a happy story. April was one of 

the first shows for Clue as a baby puppy and 

Bronte two years later as a 12 -18. Both of them 

won their first shows; Clue took a single point and 

Bronte took a major. The spring shows in 

Fitchburg and all the little fields and fairgrounds, 

all happy. The New England cluster was a dream 

last yearðBronte took a supported -entry WB in 

Hopkinton NH, Clue took reserve, then up to VT 

(my very favorite show site), where each bitch 

took a 4 -point major. Clue finished at the huge 

supported -entry November shows, a big 5 -point, 

and Bronte was catching up and had just taken 

two points two weeks before the house fire.  

This year was supposed to be second verse, 

same as the first ðplay around with Clue in Breed, 

finish Bronte, and ride the roller coaster up to 

Thanksgiving when I would hopefully have some 

Clue puppies to debut at the same weekend as 

she finished. I KNOW how incredibly fortunate I 

am to have had such great bitches as my very 

first Cardis, and I never, ever take it for granted, 

but that doesnõt mean I wasnõt grinning the 

whole way and hoping for more.  

 

Thatõs all changed; I will look back on this and (I 

know) will say it was for the best, and so many 

blessings have come from it, and there will be 

compensations and many great things will come 

as a result of all these changes.  

 

But itõs getting into April, so I am feeling melan-

choly. And I would much rather be blogging 

about shows and puppies and pictures than on 

philosophical or medical or ethical things.  

But que sera sera, as they say. So once more Iõm 

going to jump into the health end of things, be-

cause Kate asked me about how she should be 

picturing the reproductive years of Bronteõs life. 

Itõs easy to get really bad reproductive informa-

tion, especially from some of the Internet 

sources, and some of the worst offenders are the 

òhow to tell whether youõre buying from a good 

breederó lists. Most of the standard information 

https://rufflyspeaking.wordpress.com/2009/03/30/breeding-frequency-and-bitch-age/
https://rufflyspeaking.wordpress.com/2009/03/30/breeding-frequency-and-bitch-age/
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on those questionnaires is absolutely fine, but the 

repro stuff can be based on thinking about dogs 

as humans, not as dogs.  
 

None of what Iõm going to say is new or should 

be controversial (itõs well accepted by repro vets 

and every single repro vet Iõve talked to about 

this has said the same thing), but some of it is not 

necessarily part of the conventional wisdom that 

breeders tell each other.  

Both aspects of reproductive health ðthe òrightó 

age to breed a bitch and how often you can or 

should breed her ðhave to do with how the uterus 

and ovaries function. That does not change from 

bitch to bitch (hopefully, anyway!) or from breed 

to breed. Some breeds have moved into a prac-

tice of breeding maiden bitches at an older age 

because of specific health issues within those 

breeds that do not show up until the dog has en-

tered middle age; waiting allows them to screen 

for these issues a little more effectively. However, 

that doesnõt mean that ògoodó breeders of all 

breeds wait, or that waiting longer makes you a 

better breeder if you are not involved in one of 

those at -risk breeds. Most of us should be looking 

most closely at what is best for our bitch, what 

practices lead to longest overall health for her.  

The key to understanding reproductive health in 

dogs is knowing that, as far as a bitchõs body 

knows, there is no difference between being 

pregnant and not being pregnant, after a heat 

cycle.  
 

Those of us (humans, cows, horses, etc.) that cy-

cle on a regular basis prepare our uterus to ac-

cept a fertilized egg or eggs every month or so. 

For a couple of weeks after ovulation we have a 

higher -than -normal progesterone level, which 

makes the uterus, which has grown a bunch of 

soft blood vessels and tissue, keep those vessels 

and tissue thick and strong so a fertilized egg can 

land on a lovely spot where thereõs lots of blood 

to suck up and start growing its own little blood 

vessels and eventually you end up getting no 

sleep at night because your four kids are DRIV-

ING YOU INSA.. Oh, sorry, side tracked.  

Anyway, for humans and other repeated cyclers, 

when there is no fertilized egg, the body gets the 

signal very quickly and the ovaries stop produc-

ing progesterone and the lining of the uterus 

breaks down and goes back to normal, at least 

for another few weeks until ovulation occurs 

again.  

Dogs have a completely different system.  
 

It starts out roughly the same, with the uterus pre-

paring for the eggs by growing a good plush lin-

ing, and the eggs ripen on the ovaries and hoo-

ray, thereõs some lutenizing hormone, and the 

eggs are released. It gets a little weirder from 

there, because unlike humans that have fertiliz-

able eggs within a few hours of ovulation dogsõ 

eggs take two or three days. And unlike humans, 

whose eggs implant and begin to grow into the 

blood vessels about a week after ovulation, dogs 

take about three weeks. But the process is basi-

cally analogous.  

Where dogs are VERY unlike us is that there is 

never any signal given to the body that there are 

in fact no fertilized eggs to nourish, that this has 

been an unsuccessful heat cycle.  

Instead, a dogõs progesterone level stays high for 

the entire 63 days that she would have been 

pregnant; her uterus develops the incredibly ef-

fective and thick system of blood vessels that 

would be necessary to nourish an entire full -term 

litter.  

You can honestly say that the only difference be-

tween a bitch who was bred and a bitch who 

was not bred is how many calories sheõs burningð

either she has to support a litter or she doesnõtð

because her body honestly doesnõt know any 

difference. Aside from some relaxin to loosen her 

joints (which is present in pregnant dogs but not 

in non -pregnant ones after the heat cycle is 

over), the hormone levels are the same.  

This would all be just a veterinary curiosity were it 

not for the fact that the body doesnõt like grow-

ing things and then not using them. When the 

Breeding frequency and bitch  age continued...  
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uterus grows this tremendous blood supply and 

then nothing happens, with each cycle thereõs a 

greater risk that the uterus will get cystic (lots of 

cysts in the lining, which means fewer good im-

plantation sites and smaller and less fit litters 

when and if she finally is bred) and (far worse) 

that the uterus will become infected. Infection in 

an area that is super -plush with tons of blood ves-

sels and lots of soft tissue? Bad news. Pyometritis 

kills a LOT of bitches; forces the dangerous emer-

gency spays of many more; and in the BEST case, 

when you catch it and can give the bitch pros-

taglandins to force the infection out and hope-

fully save the uterus, the treatment is incredibly 

painful to the bitch and doesnõt always work. 

The upshot of this whole situation is that bitches 

are not meant to have empty heat cycles. All 

else being equal, it is better and safer for them to 

be pregnant at each heat cycle (or spayed) 

than it is for them to remain unbred.  

Now of course not all things are equal. We all 

keep bitches unbred so we can finish them, or 

special them, or because itõs not a good time for 

a litter according to our schedule, or because 

we donõt have the time to screen puppy people, 

etc. We typically skip at least the first cycle if it 

came before the bitch was fully grown, so she 

can put all her calories into growing. I think thatõs 

a perfectly reasonable tradeoff to make, from a 

veterinary health perspective, though I am not 

sure it *must* happen; in production -based spe-

cies like sheep and goats we know that breeding 

the young females before they are done grow-

ing is actually beneficial to them (when you look 

at lifelong production and health) and they 

catch up just fine. But Iõm not comfortable look-

ing at a bitch whoõs still a puppy with puppies, 

and I would not want to risk a glitch in growth, so 

waiting until the bitch is fully adult is something Iõd 

always advise.  

I donõt think itõs necessary to wait a full two years, 

though ðthat became conventional wisdom be-

cause OFA gives you a final number at that age. 

But if you PennHIP or if you choose to rely on or-

thopedic opinion, or if you have a breed with vir-

tually no dysplasia, thereõs no reason to wait until 

the full two. For example, Bronte had her first 

heat at 15 months (normal for Betty Annõs dogs 

and normal for my raw -fed dogs ðIõd fall over in 

shock if I had a bitch cycle at six months old). If 

she had waited for the first cycle until she was 18 

months (which is not out of the realm of normal) 

and she had had her hips and eyes done by that 

age, I would have been totally comfortable 

breeding her on that first heat.  

Skipping that first season, or the first couple, is 

certainly totally normal. Sometimes we have to 

skip more because of our needs or timing. But 

after full growth has been attained, sheõs finished 

or shown as much as you plan to show her, 

health testing is done, and the bitchõs reproduc-

tive life is ready to begin, what is not supportable, 

from a health perspective, is INSISTING that 

bitches skip seasons; Iõve even heard people say 

that the òbestó breeders skip two seasons be-

tween each litter.  

This is purely us thinking of dogs like humans ðwe 

get tired and worn and unhealthy if we produce 

babies every nine to twelve months, so shouldnõt 

we give dogs at least a year? But itõs not the 

same thing. Humans are pregnant for nine 

months, and we are designed to lactate for an-

other two years (minimum) after birth. If you put a 

pregnancy in the middle of that lactation you 

deplete yourself; you want to complete the full 

lactation (or the time the lactation would have 

lasted if you choose not to breast -feed) and then 

get pregnant again. This leads to babies two or 

three years apart, which is (if you look around at 

your family and friends) what usually happens 

anyway and is certainly not viewed as unusual or 

dangerous.  

Bitches are pregnant for nine -ish weeks (though 

they are actually nourishing puppies for only six of 

those weeks), they lactate heavily for about four 

Breeding frequency and bitch  age continued...  
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or five weeks after that, and then typically have 

at least two months before their next heat cycle. 

Unless her calories were so inadequate that she 

did not recover her normal body weight during 

those two months (and if she didnõt, Iõd be look-

ing seriously at how sheõs being fed and cared 

for) thereõs no reason she cannot have a normal 

and safe and uneventful pregnancy on the next 

heat. There is CERTAINLY no reason to rest her for 

two seasons; in fact, youõre making it a lot more 

likely that she will have reduced fertility or fecun-

dity (number of healthy puppies) if you do.  

I never bred my Danes back to back because I 

never had the chance ðthere was always some 

reason that the timeframe was bad for me or the 

family. But I would not have hesitated to do it for 

any reason beyond bad timing. I absolutely 

WOULD NOT accept weight loss on my nursing 

bitches ðI refused to say that it was just part of 

having puppies. Danes have a reputation for 

getting absolutely skeletal while nursing, so I put 

thousands of calories in front of them every day, 

cooked for them, fed them sandwiches, made 

them puddings and stews and fed six raw 

chicken backs and three pork bones a day, and 

it totally worked. Even with my enormous litters 

the mom never went more than a couple of 

pounds below her normal weight. I have a pic-

ture (well, HAD a picture) of Ruby nursing a 

dozen two -week -old puppies who are as fat as 

sausages and she looks like she never lost a step. 

My bitches never had any catching up to do, 

period, so there was no question that they would 

be able to handle it calorically.  

So, Kate, especially given the fact that Bronte 

appears to have a long space between seasons 

(eight or nine months), if you want to breed her 

on any particular season and she has come fully 

back to normal weight and condition, you should 

feel perfectly comfortable doing so. In fact, if 

you keep her òbarefoot and pregnant,ó not skip-

ping years of her life, she is much more likely to 

be able to sustain healthy heat cycles and preg-

nancies well into her middle years. She has some 

beautiful VERY healthy breeding behind her, 

bitches who carry litters at age 7 or 8 and never 

even blink, free whelpers and happy moms, so 

the more you can do to support the fitness that 

she brings to the table, the more she will give you 

as a foundation bitch. Remember that as far as 

her body is concerned, as far as ANY bitchõs 

body is concerned, she IS having two litters a 

year. You donõt do her a favor by having one or 

both of them be invisible.  

My final piece of advice is that when she is done, 

when youõre confident that you have no need or 

desire to breed her again, whether sheõs four or 

whether sheõs eight, SPAY HER. I would never 

leave an intact bitch cycling endlessly ðitõs just 

way too dangerous in terms of metritis. Either you 

use the uterus or you remove it. Itõs all about 

what is safest and healthiest for her.  

 

Please feel free to use our new "ask a breeder" email for any questions you may have. 

This CCTC service is exclusive to our members. Email any questions to: 

askacotonbreeder@gmail.com   

and you will receive an answer within 48 hours. One of our board of directors will answer 

with possible collaboration from the board. Feel free to ask anything Coton related from 

breeding to training! We hope you enjoy this new service!  

Breeding frequency and bitch  age continued...  

mailto:askacotonbreeder@gmail.com
mailto:askacotonbreeder@gmail.com
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A Championship is Easier than you Think By Karen Ward, BBS 

Canadian Coton de Tulear Club Board Director     ccccctc@yahoo.com  

"Coton deéWhat?!"  

Isn't this the response you get when you tell the 

breed name of your dog? It happens to me, 

every time! Curious people want to know be-

cause this fluffy lap dog beside you is so ador-

able. Then when you show them their name is 

derived from their soft coat, their curiosity is satis-

fied and you have become an educator for the 

loveable, Coton de Tulear.  

 

Showing and telling is a lot of fun, and most 

Coton owners enjoy sharing about the breed. 

Similarly, owners are like people who want to 

show off their new car, phone, or grandchild. It's 

simple too. Taking your Coton for a walk is as 

easy as showing your loyal friend in a dog show 

ring.  

Showing your Coton is socializing, rewarding, 

and educating, in 3 easy steps.  

After bathing and grooming your unconditional -

loving, ball of fluff, don't you want to take pic-

tures and post them on Facebook or Instagram? 

Why not take one step further and show off your 

Coton in a ring!  This provides socialization for you 

and your Coton to interact with other Cotons/

breeds and with other owners/handlers. Groom-

ing, training and behavioural techniques are 

shared, benefiting owners in effectively caring 

for pets, which establishes daily practices in dog 

management.  Lasting friendships occur. Simply 

brushing your four -legged dog 15 minutes a day, 

helps to work towards a beautiful long coat. 

Whitener shampoo and conditioner aids in a 

whiter, cleaner coat, as does teeth brushing.  

Practice showing your Coton in your own 

neighbourhood: backyard, dog parks, heated 

garage, or basement. Watch handling videos for 

do it yourselfers. Practice holding the leash, 

walking with an intentional step, turning, stand-

ing still, stacking, showing his/her teeth, and 

showing your smile to the judges. Learn which 

treats your furry friend likes best and reward 

them for good behaviour. Your Coton will love 

the quality interaction time with you, learn some 

obedience training, and you will become a 

more confident handler. Travel enthusiasts will 

enjoy travelling to dog show locations hosted in 

major centres.  

Signing up for a dog show is easy, just follow the 

instructions on https://www.dogshow.ca/en/  af-

ter you've registered your dog with C.K.C. 

https://www.ckc.ca/en  and you have become 

a member. Each show you enter you learn that 

it's easier than you think, and the cost is minimal. 

Earning ribbons for simply entering, and gaining 

points for achievements becomes rewarding, 

especially for first timers. The heartfelt emotions 

are thrilling when you and your dog celebrate 

your achievements.  

As a Coton de Tulear C.K.C. Champion Co -

owner of Maestro du Domaine de Polana, 

"Sunny", showing and telling of our winner Coton 

has been a joy, but it was also met with chal-

lenges. Lacking in bravery to enter a dog show 

ring for the first time ourselves, Ron and I hired a 

handler for our first 2 shows in May 2017. Once 

we discovered that our boy wasn't happy going 

for a walk in the ring with a stranger, we de-

cided that I could show him myself, with a little 

instruction. A feeling of anxiety was experi-

enced, but everyone I encountered was en-

couraging, and the judges were affirming, even 

when we didn't win a points ribbon. Gaining ex-

perience was worth it all, for me, and Sunny. 

Once the points started rolling in and we de-

cided becoming a Champion was easier than 

you think. Swiftly in November 2017, he became 

a National Champion! Sunny did most of the 

work himself in conformation by meeting: stan-

dard size, coat, bite, weight and wagging tail 

up, expressing his Coton happy disposition. This 

we have to thank to our C.O.E. (Code of Ethics) 

C.C.T.C. (Canadian Coton de Tulear Club) 

https://www.dogshow.ca/en/
https://www.ckc.ca/en


 

  13 

breeder, Marie -France Prayal, http://

www.polana.ca/en/ .   

Showing and telling about your Coton is informa-

tive to other breed owners, and dog lovers eve-

rywhere. Our incredible breed deserves aware-

ness worldwide.  

Isn't it time to give to your Coton the time he/she 

deserves by giving care to the coat, quality 

walking, and showing and telling your Coton de 

Tulear dog story?  

Write to me and share your story, or feel free to 

ask any questions. Also, C.C.T.C. C.O.E. breeders 

would be happy to help you in any way that 

they can.  

Why not become a C.C.T.C. member, and earn 

the benefits of belonging to an excellent club of 

owners and breeders, who share loveable 

Cotons in common? Visit our website for more 

information: http://coton.ca/  

Have you thought of a new logo design for our 

new website? Email me your entry for the Cana-

dian Coton de Tulear Club Logo Contest, ending 

January 30, 2018, and you could be the winner!  

Enjoy Your Cotony Day!  

 

A Championship continued...  

Ball Therapy by  Fraser A. Hale, DVM, FAVD, Dipl AVDC   Hale Veterinary Clinic    toothvet@toothvet.ca       

www.toothvet.ca   Local Calls: 519 -822-8598 Long Distance: 1 -866-866-8483      Page 1 January 2010  

Ball Therapy What follows is a synopsis of a tech-

nique first published in 1999. A REMOVABLE OR-

THODONTIC DEVICE FOR THE TREATMENT OF LIN-

GUALLY DISPLACED MANDIBULAR CANINE TEETH 

IN YOUNG DOGS Leen Verhaert, DVM Summary: 

The malocclusion of lingually displaced man-

dibular canine teeth is a common orthodontic 

problem in the domestic dog. Several treatment 

methods have been described, and their ad-

vantages and disadvantages have been exten-

sively reviewed. This article describes a func-

tional technique used in 38 dogs of different 

breeds for correction of the malocclusion. The 

technique consists of stimulating the dog to play 

with specific toys. It is a simple, inexpensive, non -

invasive technique that has a success rate com-

parable to conventional orthodontic techniques 

for treatment of this common malocclusion. J 

Vet Dent 16(2); 69 -75, 1999. Visit 

www.avdc.org/?q=node/29#occlusion to re-

view the various types of malocclusion. Lin-

guoversion (base narrow mandibular canine 

teeth) when the jaw -length relationship is normal 

or when there is only a mild class II malocclusion 

(lower jaws too short compared to upper jaw) 

may sometimes be amenable to this very simple 

technique. It involves the use of a removable, 

passive force orthodontic appliance in the form 

of an appropriately sized rubber ball or KongÊ 

toy. Many of the dogs affected by linguversion 

of the mandibular canine teeth are medium to 

large breed dogs and for them, the appropriate 

ôapplianceõ is a simple, smooth, road hockey 

ball. For smaller dogs, a handball ball or even a 

squash ball might be better. Do not use tennis 

balls as the nylon fuzz is very abrasive and can 

http://www.polana.ca/en/
http://www.polana.ca/en/
http://coton.ca/

